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Economic & Commercial Commission  

Meeting Minutes – May 09, 2022 
 

 

Members Present     Staff  Present 

Jay Walsh       Kimberly Clarke, Community Development Dir. 

Brian Potter      Carolyn Mitera, Bus. Retention & Mrktg. Spec. 

Dino Sanfilippo      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  

Christine Obbagy      

Richard Osty      Members Not Present   

Dan Fitzgerald      Adam Guldan  

       Dennis Reidy  

Chris Shoemaker   

         
   

 

Chairman Walsh called the May 9, 2022 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:31 

p.m. There was a motion made by Commissioner Sanfilippo, seconded by Commissioner Obbagy to 

approve the minutes from the April 11, 2022 ECC meeting. All in favor; motion carried. A motion to 

approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting was made by Commissioner Potter, seconded by Commissioner 

Osty. All in favor; motion carried.  

 

Chairman’s Report – none 

 

New Business/Old Business – 

Land Bank Program 

Kimberly stated that Patrick Hoban had initially got involved with the South Suburban Land Bank & 

Development Authority (“SSLBDA”) but with staff changes it pretty much had gone to the wayside. They 

are a land bank that represents this area. They have 28 members and are federally and state funded. The 

SSLBDA helps communities stop blight; they try to get properties that are in tax sale or foreclosure. We 

plan on using them as a partner to represent us when opportunities arise. There is no cost to us and they do 

all the negotiations. 

She had her Management Analyst Jarell reach out to them. The Village was previously a member; we now 

need to re-establish membership to begin working with them again. She’s presenting it to the ECC 

Commissioners to make sure they want to re-engage. There is a process in order to re-establish membership. 

And a representative will need to be appointed to sit on their Board of Directors to represent our community. 

She is recommending that the representative be her, the Community Development Director.  

After the Village Board approves the membership and decides on the representative, we will give the 

SSLBDA authority to take over property to maintain and make necessary repairs and sales. We will work 

with them to identify properties in the area that may qualify; they can be residential or commercial. They 

can rehabilitate the property or demo it.  

Chairman Walsh reminded Commissioners that someone from the SSLBDA came to one of our 

Commission meetings years ago and explained what they do.  

Commissioner Osty asked if they can do anything to help with the situation with the Sports Station. 

Kimberly stated that their taxes have been paid, but if we can prove it’s been abandoned they may be able 

to help.  
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Commissioner Osty made a motion to bring this recommendation to the May 17th Village Board meeting; 

Commissioner Obbagy seconded. All in favor; motion carried.  

Commissioner Potter mentioned some properties that Kimberly might want to look into after we partner 

with the land bank. 

 

Staff Report – 

Business Breakfast 

Kimberly thanked Commissioners for helping out and commended Chairman Walsh for his speech. She 

asked for feedback and ideas from the Commissioners. Everyone agreed that next time we should have 

assigned seating. They would check in and then be led to their table by an ECC Commissioner. A few 

Commissioners suggested that some of the business could have more active role in the meeting, perhaps 

speaking for 5-10 minutes. Commissioner Walsh stated that a few years ago someone from Panduit spoke 

about why they picked Tinley Park, etc. We could consider having Loyola speak next year. 

There was an issue of many people not getting their mailed invite. Kimberly feels that online registration 

would be better for future events. Commissioners agreed that we should do that next time and possibly even 

send out a “save the date” notice three to six-months ahead of time. 

She also wants to do a follow-up survey asking what they thought of the content, venue, and what future 

presentations they’d like to see; they could then make some changes based on the feedback they get. 

Commissioner Osty suggested having some top business bankers speak about financing and loans for 

expansions, etc. Kimberly would like to provide more local data: vacancies, how we weathered through 

Covid, workforce data, housing data and more. She would like to build this into the ECC agendas over the 

coming months.  

Chairman Walsh stated that in the past, meetings were a solid two hours. We’d have the Mayor, then Village 

Clerk Pat Rea and elected officials speak; we need to look into possibly changing the content. Kimberly 

would like to see it as a better networking opportunity. And when awards are presented, we should read a 

description of the company receiving the award as they are getting their picture taken; sometimes just the 

name of a company doesn’t tell you what they do. Next time we could also control the clapping after every 

staff name is announced.  

 

Development Updates 

Kimberly shared details on their internal Economic Development Monthly Report: 

We have opportunities for smaller event places, 2,000 sq. ft. or less. 

Public funds were used to clean up the outside of a house on Oak Park Avenue that has been an eyesore. 

North of the 7-11 on Oak Park Avenue is a property that was originally a home and then a dentist’s office. 

A new owner purchased it and has not filed a change of ownership. The structure in the back is illegal; there 

was no permit issued for it and it is not built on anything. The owner originally wanted to do a salon 

business, not realizing the tax implications of it being commercial and not having an apartment. She is 

considering converting it back to a single-family home. A residential property would not be eligible for any 

grants though. And she’d have to remove the front parking area and get grass in the back yard.  

The corner with the 7-11 and the two properties north of it could be a good re-development opportunity. 

She will reach out to the property owners. 

The Montessori School is just down the street as well; there was an inquiry on it from someone that would 

be using it in a similar capacity. It doesn’t get a lot of interest because of the limited parking availability. 
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The interested party would use it for mentally challenged individuals, that would be a good use for that 

property as they are being bused there or dropped off.  

There was some interest in the former Sports Station; she informed them of the grants available. 

We’re still working with OPIS on getting the property on 191st & Panduit Drive. 

CD Collision, in the former Mr. G’s had received a reclassification. He’s talking about tearing the building 

down or putting on an addition. Kimberly is going to meet with him next week. He had asked if there is 

any TIF assistance; she is going to check into it. 

Gallagher & Henry agreed to give the village some land by 179th & Radcliffe that they own. We’re going 

to put a water booster station on a small piece of parcel to support the new infrastructure near the Loyola 

project.  

The County got back to Kimberly, stating they they’re going to approve the plat for Loyola. We’ll see some 

construction soon after that. 

A gas station with a carwash wants to build on three acres at 183rd & LaGrange, north of Juicy Crab. Another 

two acres was purchased for a hotel. 

Across the street is the Marriot project that died in 2020. The new project will be a Courtyard and Residence 

Inn; they want to be moving dirt by December. 

Village staff met with the Harvest Church contract purchaser. They do not want all of the excess land and 

are looking to get rid of it; they would like the Village to buy it or tell them what to do with the 33 acres. 

There are two lots by Woodspring that are owned by the same owner; he’d like to do an extended stay and 

potentially another Hilton brand. They like the Harlem Avenue corridor.  

She’s been approached by LaQuinta about a façade upgrade. 

Allure Lady Day Spa is now across the street in the former funeral home on 183rd Street, east of Harlem. 

A martial arts studio wants to move into Springfield Hall and may be eligible for grants. 

Hopefully at the next meeting we’ll have some grants to approve. She’s been working with Wyman’s for 

their sign grant and she’s waiting for a second quote from Paul Spass for Primal Cut.  

There are two upcoming Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies: Starbucks on LaGrange and Popus Popcorn. 

Chairman Walsh asked about the business going in to Tin Fish. Kimberly stated that they submitted the 

paperwork for their permit but it hasn’t been issued yet. 

There were no other questions or comments from Commissioners. 

Kimberly asked Commissioners to refer anyone interested to fill the empty spot on our Commission. 

Secretary Congreve asked about the Board approving a contract for installation and maintenance of 

landscape planters with a company from Chicago, stating that Ted’s Greenhouse, a local Tinley business 

has had that contract for years. Kimberly stated that she had heard that Ted’s wasn’t getting back to them. 

 

Comments from the Public – none 

 

Chairman Walsh stated that the Commission will meet next month on June 13th; he won’t be in attendance. 

There was a motion made by Commissioner Obbagy and seconded by Commissioner Potter to adjourn the 

meeting. Vote by voice call. All in favor; motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 


